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“What It Means to be Human” 
 

HDV 102 Spring 2007 
College of Human Development 

 
Syllabus 

 
Course Objectives: 
 
-Learn and practice vital critical thinking skills. 
 
-Develop collaborative working approaches to solve real-world problems. 
 
-Familiarize students with senior faculty, especially with how professional 
scholars, scientists and practitioners approach problems and think about the 
world. 
 
- Familiarize students with diverse choices for majors and academic 
disciplines.   
 
-Expand and develop advanced verbal communication skills. 
 
 
 
Course Description: 
 
The course consists of an introductory meeting followed by four Segments 
(A-D) of three weeks each. 
 
The introductory class meeting consists of a description of the syllabus, 
introductions of the students and faculty to each other and the viewing of a 
brief tape describing some of the goals of the class. 
 
Each of the four, three-week Segments (beginning in the second week of the 
semester) has the following structure: 
 FIRST WEEK: Students are broken in to four working groups.  Each 
group receives a different set of questions to be explored and developed over 
the three weeks of the segment.  All students watch a ca. 25 minute faculty 
videotape on whose content the questions are based.  Immediately following 



 2 

this viewing, the working groups will have a few minutes to discuss general 
issues and questions about the tape and begin to plan their work for the 
second week. 

SECOND WEEK:  Each working group will develop a plan for their 
10 minute third week presentation to the class, with faculty assistance as 
needed. Every student needs to be a speaker at least two of the four 
segments. (For example, if there are 5 in your group, 3 can speak the first 
segment, 2 the second, 3 the third, 2 the fourth).  This plan should include 
student speaking order, subject/content to be covered by each student and a 
brief outline of the issues to be discussed.   Each group will turn in a brief 
(1-2 page) hand written outline of their plan by the end of class.   

THIRD WEEK:  Each working group will make its presentation in 10 
minutes, allowing approximately 5 minutes per group for discussion.  
  
 
 
Grading: 
 
Grading is A, B, C, or NR 
 
Elements of your grade are as follows (on a scale of 100 points for the 
semester): 
 

(1) Project outlines – There are four project outlines to be turned in at 
the end of Week 2 of each segement (above).  All students in the group will 
receive the same grade for this cooperative project. Student speaking order 
and an outline of the topics to be covered should be included. 
Each outline counts for up to 10 points totaling 40 possible points for the 
semester. 
 

(2)_Group presentations- There will be four group presentations.  
The students should divide the four speaking opportunities among them so 
that each student speaks at least twice during the semester.  Each student 
will contribute to the content of the presentation.  The students speaking will 
be graded individually on continuity with each other, the applicability of the 
presentation to the questions asked, and quality of answers to the questions.  
Each presentation counts for up to 20 points  totaling 40 possible points for 
the semester for each student. 
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(3) HDV 102 events outside of class-Students are expected to attend 
one HDV 102 sponsored events consisting of First WednesdayÕs or any 
event advertised as an HDV-sponsored.  Anticipated events are as follows: 
 -February 7th, 2007 Ð 7:00 PM Ð Invisible Children documentary 
screening. 
 -March 7th, 2007 Ð 7:00 PM Ð Health and Wellness night. 
 -April 11, 2007 Ð 7:00 PM Ð Careers in Teaching, Psychology, Social 
Work. 
 Additional information about HDV-sponsored events can be found on 
the College Blackboard site during the semester. 

Attendance at ONE of these events counts for 10 points. 
 

(4) HDV Convocation- All students are required to attend the HDV 
celebration convocation on the evening of May 3rd.  Attendance at this event 
counts for 10 points. 
 

(5) In class Attendance is required. 
Unexcused absences are not permitted and will result in a reduction in 

your grade.  A letter grade will be deducted for each unexcused absence. 
Excused absences require written verification 

All work is required to be made up.  You will make arrangements with your 
instructor to write an essay along with research in the area of the tape shown 
for any missed work for an EXCUSED absence. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act 

If you have a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability that may 
impact your course work, contact Disability Support Services, ECC 
(Educational Communications Center) Building, Room 128, (631) 632-
6748. They will determine with you what accommodations are necessary 
and appropriate. All information and documentation is confidential. Students 
requiring emergency evacuation should discuss needs with professors and 
Disability Support Services. For procedures and information, go to http:// 
www.ehs.sunysb.edu/fire/disabilities/asp  
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CLASS SCHEDULE 

 
Week 1: 
- Introduction to the course and syllabus explanation 
- Show introductory tape (Prof. Bingham and Inst. Souza, “The 
Knowledge Enterprise”) 
- Hand out group assignments. 
 
SEGMENT A: 
Week 2:   
- Break out into groups, hand out group questions, allow for short discussion 
in anticipation of tape. 
- Watch Tape 1 (Profs. Hollingsworth and Neiman, “Is Intelligent Design 
Science” ) 
- Brief group discussions as to planning. 
 
Week 3: 
- Group discussions with the objective of choosing speaking order, topics, 
and planning presentation.  Your instructor will circulate between groups to 
facilitate your work.  At the end of the hour, you will turn in a 1-2 page 
outline of your proposed presentation, including the contributions of each 
individual member. 
 
Week 4: 
- Group presentations.  Each group will speak for approximately 10 minutes 
allowing time for questions.  with the time equally divided among those 
speaking that week.  Creativity is encouraged!  YOU SHOULD ALLOW 
NO MORE THAN THREE MINUTES PER STUDENT FOR SPEAKING 
TIME.  THREE MINUTES IS A VERY SHORT TIME.  PLAN AND RUN 
THROUGH YOUR SEGMENT BEFORE CLASS TO ASSURE THAT 
YOU CAN ACHIEVE WHAT YOU PLAN IN THREE MINUTES TIME 
INDIVIDUALLY AND 15 MINUTES TIME COOPERATIVELY. 
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SEGMENT B: 
Week 5:   
- Break out into groups, hand out group questions, allow for short discussion 
in anticipation of tape. 
- Watch Tape 2 (Profs.Franklin & Shea, “Are Humans Rational? ) 
- Brief group discussions as to planning. 
 
Week 6: 
- Group discussions with the objective of choosing speaking order, topics, 
and planning presentation.  Your instructor will circulate between groups to 
facilitate your work.  At the end of the hour, you will turn in a 1-2 page 
outline of your proposed presentation, including the contributions of each 
individual member. 
 
Week 7: 

Group presentations.  Each group will speak for approximately 10 
minutes allowing time for questions.  with the time equally divided among 
those speaking that week.  Creativity is encouraged!  YOU SHOULD 
ALLOW NO MORE THAN THREE MINUTES PER STUDENT FOR 
SPEAKING TIME.  THREE MINUTES IS A VERY SHORT TIME.  
PLAN AND RUN THROUGH YOUR SEGMENT BEFORE CLASS TO 
ASSURE THAT YOU CAN ACHIEVE WHAT YOU PLAN IN THREE 
MINUTES TIME INDIVIDUALLY AND 15 MINUTES TIME 
COOPERATIVELY. 
Consider new approaches to your presentations. 
 
SEGMENT C: 
Week 8:   
- Break out into groups, hand out group questions, allow for short discussion 
in anticipation of tape. 
- Watch Tape 3 (Prof. Collins, “Gender Roles from a Scientific Viewpoint.)             
- Brief group discussions as to planning. 
 
Week 9: 
- Group discussions with the objective of choosing speaking order, topics, 
and planning presentation.  Your instructor will circulate between groups to 
facilitate your work.  At the end of the hour, you will turn in a 1-2 page 
outline of your proposed presentation, including the contributions of each 
individual member. 
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Week 10: 
Group presentations.  Each group will speak for approximately 10 minutes 
allowing time for questions.  with the time equally divided among those 
speaking that week.  Creativity is encouraged!  YOU SHOULD ALLOW 
NO MORE THAN THREE MINUTES PER STUDENT FOR SPEAKING 
TIME.  THREE MINUTES IS A VERY SHORT TIME.  PLAN AND RUN 
THROUGH YOUR SEGMENT BEFORE CLASS TO ASSURE THAT 
YOU CAN ACHIEVE WHAT YOU PLAN IN THREE MINUTES TIME 
INDIVIDUALLY AND 15 MINUTES TIME COOPERATIVELY. 
Continue to refine your presentation skills.  Everyone can always improve at 
this. 
 



 7 

SEGMENT D: 
 
Week 11:   
- Break out into groups, hand out group questions, allow for short discussion 
in anticipation of tape. 
- Watch Tape 4 (Prof. Gardaphe, “Breaking & Entering: His Life in 
Italian American Literature ) 
- Brief group discussions as to planning. 
 
Week 12: 
- Group discussions with the objective of choosing speaking order, topics, 
and planning presentation.  Your instructor will circulate between groups to 
facilitate your work.  At the end of the hour, you will turn in a 1-2 page 
outline of your proposed presentation, including the contributions of each 
individual member. 
 
Week 13: 
- Group presentations.  Each group will speak for approximately 10 minutes 
allowing time for questions.  with the time equally divided among those 
speaking that week.  Creativity is encouraged!  YOU SHOULD ALLOW 
NO MORE THAN THREE MINUTES PER STUDENT FOR SPEAKING 
TIME.  THREE MINUTES IS A VERY SHORT TIME.  PLAN AND RUN 
THROUGH YOUR SEGMENT BEFORE CLASS TO ASSURE THAT 
YOU CAN ACHIEVE WHAT YOU PLAN IN THREE MINUTES TIME 
INDIVIDUALLY AND 15 MINUTES TIME COOPERATIVELY. 
Demonstrate your improved mastery of presentation. 
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